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It vrill be the ruin of the Netherlands, where the establishment of
the Spaniards must be a standing menace to the Empire. Again,
in a direct appeal to Maximilian, in August 1568, he rehearses the
story of " the atrocities committed by Alva and his sanguinary
creatures, the inhuman executions and persecutions of thousands
and thousands of innocent persons since his ill-omened arrival in
this country." And again, with great skill, he presses on the
Emperor the risks to the Empire of the planting of a Spanish
slavery in the Netherlands. Even now, in diplomatic documents,
the Prince avoids a direct attack on Philip^ who himself about this
time had the curious impudence to assure the Elector of Saxony
'' that he would be delighted to see the Prince justify himself and
recover his estates. He can count on impartial justice, and it is
not possible far him to suspect anything else from the Duke of Aha."
From the Emperor, William turned to Elizabeth, to
whom he sent an envoy with an urgent appeal for help,
•' that the pure word of God might not be extirpated by
the incredible cruelties of Alva." He was no rebel; he
had taken up arms to defend the faith; he himself had
always felt a sincere desire to be of service to the Queen.
From rulers he turned to the people, and he issued an
elaborate manifesto and appeal to all comers, which is a
summary of his previous Justification, giving a history of
recent events and throwing the whole responsibility " on
the indescribable wrongs and villainies daily perpetrated
by the Duke and his people, so that a man with any
self-respect would rather die than see before his eyes
such cruelties and tyranny as now are practised." The
paper was doubtless the work of a professional writer,
and bore for inscription the 94th Psalm : " They gather
themselves together against the soul of the righteous,
and condemn the innocent blood. But the Lord is my
defence : and my God is the rock of my refuge." It was
followed by a formal address to all subjects of the King

